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5T4 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

description, is the index. In this respect, the volume before us, we think, 
will bear the closest scrutiny. The indexes are full, and the arrangement 
as complete as could be made. The effort seems to have been to index the 
idea, so that one having any clear conception of what he wants, will not 
fail to find it readily ; and by an excellent alphabetical arrangement, the 
place where any particular matter under a given title is to be found, is 
indicated at a glance, without running through the entire title. So in 
reference to the various statutes throughout the volume — an expressive 
word or two is placed in italics at the commencement of each section, indi- 
cating the subject of the particular section, and greatly abridging the labor 
of examination. 

Mr. Curwen is well known to our readers as one of the able editors of 
the Western Law Journal, which is now in its tenth volume, and is con- 
ducted with signal ability, and we believe is to be found almost universally 
in the hands of the profession in the South and West. The execution of 
an exceedingly laborious editorial duty, in preparing such immense vol- 
umes for the press, in a manner so satisfactory to his professional brethren 
at home, cannot fail to add to the well-earned reputation which Mr. Cur- 
wen already enjoys. 



Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme Court of Errors of the 
State of Connecticut, prepared and published in pursuance of a statute law of the 
State, by Thomas Day, Vol. XXI. Hartford. Press of Case, Tiffany and Com- 
pany. 1853, pp. 666. 

From the early part of this century, we believe as early as 1805-6, tha 
same name has appeared on the title pages of the Connecticut Reports, 
as the authorized reporter of the decisions of a tribunal always remarkable 
for learning, and a bar no less distinguished for skill. The circumstance 
that any one professional man should have given his brethren of the Bar 
a series of reports for half a century, is highly creditable in itself, and is 
without parallel in this country, and perhaps in any country. 

No State Reports have been more deservedly esteemed than Day's, not 
only on account of their learning, and the faithful and accurate manner in 
which the judgments of the Court and the arguments of the Counsel have 
been presented, but from the interesting biographies of judges and con- 
temporary members of the profession, which are to be found scattered 
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through their various pages ; and much other matter of professional inter- 
est, well adapted to raise the standard of professional excellence. 

Commendation of the labors of so experienced a reporter from us, would 
be useless, not to say arrogant. In the preface to first Conn., the reporter 
gives us the plan of his book. " In the plan of the work he has endeav- 
ored to follow the most approved models. The statements of the cases 
have been made from a careful inspection of the record ; and the opinions 
of the judges have been transcribed from their notes. In exhibiting the 
arguments of counsel, he has aimed at distinctness and conciseness. He 
has sometimes stated only the points and authorities; and sometimes 
he has contented himself, especially where all the considerations urged 
ate reviewed by the Court, with mentioning the names of counsel. In 
the marginal abstracts, he has studied perspicuity and precision ; in the 
index, copiousness and systematic arrangement. The whole he submits, 
without anxiety, but not with " frigid indifference," to the judgment of a 
liberal profession." 

In the preface to twenty-first Conn, the learned and venerable reporter 
tells us : — " After the completion of this volume, I shall retire from all 
responsibility of a public nature. On this event, touching as it is to me, 
and associated as it is with so many grateful recollections, I can only say, 
in view of "all the past," to those now living, judices instructissimi, 
valete; socii dilectissimi, vos quoque valete I My regrets at parting are, 
however, in both cases, somewhat softened, by the hope I indulge, that 
their reputation, as jurists and jurisconsults, has not materially suffered, 
by passing through my hands." 

The judgment of the professional tribunal, before whom the reporter 
has appeared, has matured during nearly two generations, and while the 
grand old common law shall be the inheritence of the American people, its 
principles will be sought in the volumes bearing the name of " Connec- 
ticut." 



Crown Cases, reserved for consideration and decided by the Judges of England, from 
the year 1837 to the year 1844. By William Moody, of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister 
at Law, with Notes referring to American Decisions, by Hon. George Sharswood. 
Vol. II. Philadelphia, T. & J. W. Johnson, 197 Chesnut Street. 1853. pp. 418. 

Crown Cases reserved for consideration, and decided by the Judges of England, 
from the year 1844 to the year 1850. By Stephen Charles Denison, of the Inner 



